


The Elk of Jackson's Hole, Wyoming
_THEIR HISTORU, HOME ADD HABITS

BY 5. N. LEEK, JACKBON, WYOMING +t= ;189

fs ago the mlrmpnlud elk wandered at will over the unrestricted range. The conditions were pcffm for their growth mﬂmhmly
finest of their raue, mingled with females that were always slick and fat, waichful and alert,  This gave to the younig: spirit and
. mmmmmbm and stronger. Then for years they had to fee before the steady advance of the settler, ll upon the
1 of the continental divide, hemmed in on all udes, they have made their last stand, Here upon the mountain heights man has
- ahunuz. and leaves them undisturbed, but as the fierce blizzard whitls the enow in blinding fury aboot the peaks and high plateaus
“they must descend to the valley, and with suppliance bent, plead for mescy and food from the transgressors upon ther old
» ﬂ;uy I:mnﬁly do and with heads bowed low, with doll and listless eye, and with pndf_' and spirit gone, they eat the proflered food

the. &mg. the elk migrate toward therr summer home high m the mountains, closely following up the lower snow line.  The males shed
"hnnr part of Masch and eatly April, the new ones beginniig to grow almost immediately. While their immense antlers are growing,
ﬁlulf‘ alkaki salt, which they acquire from the different licks, The males travel on' ahead, the cows following more slowly. They are
1 hud m:ﬂm- and seanty food iupp[]' but uow eat ravmulr uf the gruwml; grass. Their old gray winter conts fall off, and they appear

iBle . l'm.ﬂr any pursuit. Then the cows again untte in |J'I.IEI.E|!H and travel higher |.q,.+ o their summer range; md here, during the mg}:l
&  the | fnd back and forth, their plaintive eries may be heard, the cowe and calves calling to eachi other: - The little calves gather into bunches,
. od Eﬂrm Eh: puuu:g lambs,  Dhiring August, the calves” spols disappear, and the cows’ red suit® lum groy.



I the meantime, no Jarge males are seen with the herds. They seek seclusion near the snow-coversd mountain summils, Their horns
grow round and soft, are covered with huir or velvet, and feel warm, there being veins and circolating fuids beneath the outer tough skin. At the proper
place, each prong comes oul, the main branch growing on up, until the requisite size and number of points, according to age and condition are there.
The horns are full-grown early in August, then the circulating Buid-is shut off, they dry out and harden, snd the velvel peels off, Then the clk
polish and stain them brown, by rubbing them in the brush and polish the points white by digging them in the ground.

About Septembier first, the male’s red coat has given way for & light cream suit, rimmed with dark brown on the flanks and beneath, His slim
neck hias grown more thick, and is covered with long, dark browm hair. His eves and bearing dénote courage and beauty, his every movement, grace and
strength; and he stands with every sense alert, every muscle tense, longing for hm mate—a noble anmal, worthy of any hunter's skill, * And who,
liaving stood on the paint i the early morning's ¢lear, frosty air, and heard his bugle challenge re-echo through the hulls, can ever forget it?

And ﬂ'nn he hunts the herd; and now the fiesce fight oceurs where the ground is tore up, and their great homs are ulwnred and broken,
for Mature has decreed that the strongest, most noble sire shall be given full sway.

On the higher ranges, snowsterms are die about October first.  These start the ¢elk down, and, as they descend. they fall in with other
herds.  As the snow grows deeper, the herds go lower, and become larger, ﬂ]-ho_m:ﬂ for their winter range.

In years past, the elk's migrafion to winter feed was only limited by food supply and natural conditions, They went low chiough 1o get
beyoud the deeper smow, yet not so far as to leave the shelter of hills and timber. But now the settlers’ stick farms and wire fences have more and
more encroached on that winter feed ground, till nothing remains for them, but the small valley of Jacksan's Hole “This causes them to be congested
there. a circumstance which leads to the belief that there are a great many elk, when, in reality, they have decreased at an alarming rate, - The
settlérs in the valley are in sympathy with the elk, in past ycars reserving the open range in the foot-hills for their winter use, and even feeding a portion
of their meagre hay supply to the starving animals.  However, the Jast several years, the national and stale governments have taken pity on this noble
animal,  The grazing of increasing numbers of stock upon their winter range has been restricted, and hay has been purchased, and the elk fed. And
they, worthy animals, show their appreciation by being as independent as possible, remaining out upon the open range until severe storms and snow-
covered feed compel them 1o seck the feed yards. At the first sign of spring, long befare the feeding of domestic stock has ceased, they go back 1o
the range, not emaciated and half starved as in‘years gone by, but in condition to bring forth and nourish offspring with the spirit, courage and strength
o enable them to withstand the elements, during their first winter on earth.
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